
Would you like to easily view inventory or sales by product, region, or even 
sales representative?  You can with PivotTables, one of Excel’s most powerful 
features.  Why are they so powerful?  Because PivotTables enable you to 
instantly summarize and make sense of your data, giving you the advantage 
you need to make important decisions about your business.  Use a PivotTable 
when you want to calculate, summarize, and analyze data in a way that allows 
you to see comparisons, patterns, and trends in your data.  Creating a 
PivotTable is much easier than using formulas to accomplish the same type of 
summarization.   

The screen shot below is an example of a list of data, one row per product 
order. 
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The PivotTable below summarizes orders by Restaurant Location by Category. 
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 Why is it called a PivotTable? 

The "pivot" part of a pivot table comes from the ability to rotate (or pivot) the 
data in the table in order to view it from a different perspective.  When you do 
this, you are not adding to, subtracting from, or otherwise changing your data.  
You are simply reorganizing the data so you can see useful trends or gaps.  
Notice in the screen shots below, Restaurant Location and Category are 
“pivoted” to show the same data in a different view.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Help? Contact Us 

Wouldn't your business benefit from implementing our expertise in high level data 

analysis?  Talk to us about how we can help you improve your business, saving you 

time and money.  Info Express Virtual Business Consultants offers Excel data 

analysis services, Excel coaching, and  Excel one-on-one or small group online 

training as well as other services.  See the website for a complete list of the ways 

we can help you - InfoExpressVBC.com.  Please contact us at (561) 289-9484  or 

sharon_daniel@att.net  to discuss your needs. 
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